Illustrate and Relate Reflection
Due: Sunday June 21st, 11:59PM
Upload to Moodle
10% of final grade

For this assignment you will analyze a news article using concepts from Social Geography. You
may choose any news media article (eg. a news item in a newspaper rather than a blog, editorial
or opinion piece) that interests you as long as it was published after May 19, 2020. Choose an
article that is approximately ó page - 1 page in length. See below for a list of possible sources.
The assignment is to:
A. Fully and accurately summarize the article (approx. 200 words, double-spaced), and
B. Write 2 paragraphs (approximately 300 words each, double-spaced) to illustrate the relevance
of two different geographical concepts to the article, and clearly relating them to the social context
described in the article.
Instructions:
A. Summary: Begin by introducing the article to the reader – who wrote it, published it, etc. Make
sure you use APA style citation to properly reference the source of the article. Papers that do not
indicate clearly in the summary which article is under analysis will receive 0. After introducing it,
provide a full summary of the article in approximately 200 words. Make sure to clearly explain the
social context in the article, including what happened, who is involved (the social relations), and
where it is taking place.
Possible sources for news articles:
The Globe & Mail
CBC
The National Post
Winnipeg Free Press
BBC
The Independent
Al Jazeera
The Guardian
The Tyee
Calgary Herald
The New York Times
La Presse
Toronto Star
The Washington Post
Vancouver Sun
The Times of India
China Daily
Wall Street Journal
B. Illustrate and Relate: Select two different geographical concepts from the list below. Explore one
geographical concept per paragraph. Define the concepts at the beginning of each paragraph,
making sure to provide as full and complete a definition as possible. Also, ensure that you
reference the source of the author and/or the text where the concept is from using APA style
citations. Then, use the definition to explain how the concept can aid in understanding the article
you are analyzing, clearly relating the concept and the social context examined in the article. Also,
explain how the information in the article illustrates the concepts. Track back and forth between the
concept and the information in the article to keep the connection tight and clear.
Geographical Concepts
• To illustrate and relate, you must select two concepts from the following list.
• You may also use derivatives of these concepts, eg. place → place-making. In such cases,
be sure to define both the core concept and the derivative.
• Note that some concepts include sub-concepts which will require consideration in your
analysis

Place
Scale (of analysis, NOT
map scale)
Social construction
Discourse
Normative landscapes
Transgression
Identity
Privilege
Class
Social location
Habitus
Taste (according to
Bourdieu)
Docile body
Binaries
Essentialism
Gender
Performativity
Remember, you must define the concepts and provide citations for the definitions. Find the
definitions in the readings, lecture notes, or a geographical source such as the Dictionary of
Human Geography. Do not use a general-use dictionary or Wikipedia.
FORMAT
• Please do not include a title page. At the top of the first page, simply write your name, student ID
number, the word count and the title of your paper.
• Your reflection should be approximately 800 words total, and 3 paragraphs (one article summary
paragraph, and two paragraphs illustrating and relating geographical concepts).
• Please use a simple font, like Arial or Times New Roman, double spaced, and 12pt font.
• Save your final paper as either a PDF (.pdf) or a Microsoft Word (.doc) file.
• Use APA style Citation for both in text citations and your reference list.
You can find more information about APA style on the Columbia College Library website here: http://
columbiacollege-ca.libguides.com/apa
You must cite lecture notes. Use the following example as a guide:
Hodson, V. 2020. Space and Society. Geography 200: Social Geography. 28 May 2020.
Columbia College, Vancouver BC, Canada.
Sources
Although you are not required to use any scholarly sources for this assignment, doing so will almost
certainly deepen your analysis. If you’d like to use scholarly sources, use the Columbia College
Library website to access online data bases such as Academic Search Complete or JSTOR to find
suitable journal articles.
Do not cite Wikipedia! You may read it for background information but it is not an acceptable source
for an academic paper.
ORIGINALITY & AUTHENTICITY
You must submit an original work. An original work is one that has been written by you, that has not
(and will not be) submitted as part of the requirements for any other course, and does not copy
directly from other sources. Any submission of work that is not your own is plagiarism and a form of
academic dishonesty. Columbia College insists on academic integrity and will treat all cases of
academic dishonesty as grave offences.
AVOIDING PLAGIARISM
Anytime you use another person’s ideas, expressions, information, line of thinking or argument
without acknowledging them you are committing plagiarism. You must acknowledge all sources of
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information, data, and ideas (not only direct quotations) and provide in-text references. All sources
must be listed under the heading of “References” at the end of the paper. You need to include both
in-text references AND a reference list, as per APA style citation.
FAILURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL YOUR SOURCES CONSTITUTES PLAGIARISM.
PROVIDING INCOMPLETE REFERENCES WILL RESULT IN A GRADE PENALTY.
SUSPECTED PLAGIARISM
All cases of suspected plagiarism will be reported to Student Services. To guard against plagiarism, I
reserve the right to inspect notes and drafts and to examine students orally on the final version of
their papers. Therefore, keep your notes and drafts! You may also be asked to answer some written
questions on your paper.
Please become familiar with Columbia College’s Code of Conduct; you can read more about it in the
Academic Calendar here: https://www.columbiacollege.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Academic-
Calendar-FINAL-2019.pdf. You are responsible for making yourself aware of plagiarism guidelines.
Plagiarism may lead to a failing grade on the assignment or on the entire course, or suspension or
expulsion from Columbia College. If in doubt, cite!
SUBMITTING YOUR PAPER
Papers are due by 11:59pm on Sunday June 21st. Submit your assignment to the appropriate
folder on Moodle.
Late Policy
Deadlines are firm. Therefore late assignments are graded with a zero, unless you provided verified
documentation of a medical or family emergency, or a Student Self-Declaration of Illness (https://
www.columbiacollege.ca/student-self-declaration/) AND you notify the instructor about your late
submission before the deadline. If you can provide such documentation and contact the instructor
before the deadline, late penalties will be applied at 5% per day. I will not accept assignments more
than 5 days after the deadline.
RUBRIC and GRADING
Your reflection is worth 10% of your final grade, and will be evaluated with the following rubric:
/2 – Assignment submitted / formatted as requested.
/8 – Summary of News Article
/15 – Knowledge: Demonstration of Understanding of Concepts
/15 - Insight: Strong relationship between article and two concepts
/10 – Writing: Organization & Articulation of Thoughts
50 marks total
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